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SCOPE & ORGANIZATION — The evolution
of Pan Am’s Trans-Pacific airmail routes — from
1930s survey flights to December 31, 1941.

TREATMENT — Flight histories track major
changes in service. Exemplary covers show
various origins, destinations, rates, usages with
commercial emphasis.

IMPORTANCE — Trans-Pacific airmail
established connections to Europe, Middle
East, Asia & Africa. For U.S., it was:

The Beginning of Global Airmail Service
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Pan Am Clippers Conqguer the Pacific

Development and Operations of Pan Am’s Trans-Pacific Airmail Routes, August 1933 to December 31, 1941

Exhibit Plan

Based on Route Development

Aug 1933
First Pacific Survey Flight

April - Oct 1935
Orient Route Survey Flights

Nov 1935 - July 1936
FAM 14 Inaugural Flights
International Air Express

July 1936 - April 1937
FAM 14 Weekly Service
1st South Pacific Survey

April - Dec 1937
Shuttle to Hong Kong

Dec 1937 - Aug 1938
Hong Kong Terminal
2nd & 3rd NZ Survey Flights

Aug 1938 - Feb 1939
FAM 14 Flights Curtailed

Feb 1939 - June 1940
FAM 14 Weekly Resume
NZ Survey via Canton Is.

g June 1940 - May 1941
War Closes Mediterranean

FAM 19 So. Pacific Service

May - Oct 1941
FAM 14 to Singapore
FAM 19 Biweekly

Oct - Nov 1941
FAM 14 Singapore Terminal
FAM 19 via Fiji Islands

Nov - Dec 1941
War Curtails Service



